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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear MCOA Membership –
It is with great gratitude that I say thank you for your trust in me to guide the club for the next
two years. I think we have a really great, diverse group of officers and board members that will
aid in supporting our efforts in the promotion, preservation and the education of others about
our great breed, the Mastiff.
I want to thank my predecessor, Diane Collings, her team of officers and board members for
guiding the club back into a stable financial scenario. A critical goal achieved in a relatively short
amount of time. Congratulations on a job well done.
To me, with financial stress put behind us, this is an extremely exciting time to become
President. We will be able to focus on what I would consider “next level” concerns. Our largest
opportunities as a club will be to create dependable strategies that will allow us to reliably
maintain the financial stability of the club, ensure consistent membership growth, and create a
culture where high levels of engagement of the current membership are the norm. I will want
to take a deeper look at the current committees, regional clubs, and rescue groups, to better
understand the value they bring as it relates to the mission described in our club’s By-laws and
create transparency around their successes.
I feel like this is an exciting time for the MCOA and I look forward to leveraging the depth of
knowledge and talent we have to help make us even better than we are.
THANK YOU!
Mark Tichenor
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AKC DELEGATE REPORT
Delegate Report – September 2019
During the Parent Club Meeting, Shelia Goff announced that there are 2200 dog related
legislation bills that her department is monitoring (national, state, and local).
There are currently 76 Reunite Trailers in 29 states, 18 trailers being made, and 7 groups raising
money. Several trailers were deployed recently. The trailer that MCOA help fund has not yet
been deployed. AKC reunite has developed information so clubs can be proactive rather than
reactive should a disaster occur.
AKC is currently offering a 25% discount to members of Parent Clubs to advertise on the Market
Place. The Breeder of Merit designation is being added to advertisers, on Market Place, by AKC.
The information comes from their data base.
The Puppy Visor Product was discussed. The general Public is very positive about this product.
An Ad Hoc subcommittee has been formed with members from the All Breed Committee and
the Parent Club Committee to determine what can be done in a proactive manner to help
breeders in need. The plan is to form some guidelines to reach out to possible breeders at risk
prior to animal rights activities trying to paint those involved in the sport in an unfavorable light.
A junior Committee has been formed to focus on additional ways to attract, utilize, and retain
juniors. A Committee has also been formed to help improve the National Owner handler
competition. If you have any suggestions, pleases forward them to me and I will get them to
the committee.
The AKC has developed a temperament test. This is not a breed specific test. It will be
recognized as a suffix title. It will be open for participation by all dogs.
Freestyle Obedience is being developed, but probably will not be called Freestyle Obedience.
Felice Jerrold (MCOA Member) was elected to the Companion Dog Committee.
Congratulations!
New Obedience rules will go into effect in January. The changes will hopefully make events run
more efficiently.
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Best of Luck to everyone in Orlando at the national Championship Event!
Please feel welcome to contact me with any questions or concerns.
Respectfully,
Becky Campbell
Mastiff Club of America
AKC Delegate

National Specialty Advisor Report
The 2019 National Specialty in Asheville North Carolina was fantastic! A huge thank you to
Southern States Mastiff Fanciers for a wonderful week and to all the volunteers from around
the country that made the specialty a success! Its hard to believe it's a little over 7 months away
till we all meet again in Clymer, NY. Empire State Mastiff Fanciers and their show committee
are hard at work to ensure another great Nationals.
Future National Specialty locations are: 2021 – Farmington, Utah; 2022 – St. Charles, Illinois;
and 2023 is in the works. We are currently looking for a regional club or group of qualified
individuals to host 2024.
Karen Park
National Specialty Advisor
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MCOA FINANCIAL REPORTS
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
On the following pages, minutes from BOD meetings are included for:
 July 17, 2019
 August 28, 2019
 September 18, 2019
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MCOA COMMITTEE REPORTS - HEALTH
We would like to ask members that have a mastiff with a health condition being researched to
please reach out to the researchers or a health committee member to help contribute to
research. We understand that when you are facing a medical emergency or condition it can be
hard to think of research donating blood and/or tissue samples of your beloved mastiff to
research before/after their death can be very difficult. As such we encourage ALL owners to
contribute their dogs DNA via the CHIC DNA Repository (https://www.ofa.org/about/dnarepository) when they are healthy so that you can use their DNA in the future as new DNA tests
are identified as well as to help researchers. Please remember to update your dog’s health
survey if they develop a health condition as well as after they have passed. There is ongoing
research for many diseases you can check the MCOA website for studies but if you do not see a
study on the disease your mastiff is experiencing please reach out to that committee chair via
the contact page. The Health Committee is here to help your dog with no judgement. NOTE:
MCOA is NEVER notified by the researchers about specific dogs it is 100% confidential. MCOA
only gets numbers never the dog or owners information. We have highlighted three diseases in
need of samples blood/tissue below.
Degenerative Myelopathy (DM)
DM is a progressive, ultimately fatal neurological disorder, usually afflicting dogs 8 years and
older. An MRI is needed to identify but cannot be confirmed until necropsy. To date, the
University of Missouri has NOT received one spine of an affected mastiff with DM. The
University as well as the trust is willing to cover the costs needed to harvest these valuable spine
samples of affected dogs. Without them, research cannot be furthered. For more information,
you can contact Joan Coates, DVM, MS, at 573-882-7821, or by email: coatesj@missouri.edu
Wobblers
Wobbler syndrome is a neurologic disease of dogs that affects their spine in the neck region and
mimics many other neurologic diseases. An MRI is needed to identify and treat but cannot be
confirmed until necropsy.
Ronaldo C. da Costa, DMV, MSc, PhD, Dipl. ACVIM – Neurology, Department of Veterinary
Clinical Sciences The Ohio State University, by email dacosta.6@osu.edu
If your dog has been diagnosed with Wobblers and you are willing to donate their spine after
their death, please reach out to Dr. DaCosta. Again, both the University and the Trust are willing
to help with the harvesting costs.
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Neurological Disorder Chair (DM and Wobblers) Stephanie Seger stephanie@bigdogmom.com
Seizures/Epilepsy
If your dog is experiencing seizure activity, please try to get a video the event to help your vet
with diagnosis. Please follow up with your vet to do additional testing to try to find the cause.
The
article,
Understanding
Your
Pet's
Epilepsy
(http://www.canineepilepsy.net/BASICS/basics_main.html), is important for all dog owners so you are familiar with
the symptoms prior to an episode as well as for owners currently experiencing the seizures.
Two active research studies that need blood from Mastiffs (English) that are having Seizures, as
well as family members of those dogs.
Anita Oberbauer, University of California, Davis - Canine Genetic Analysis Project (CGAP); E-mail:
AMOberbauer@UCDavis.Edu; Link to submission form: https://cgap.ucdavis.edu/wpcontent/uploads/sites/482/2018/02/CGAP_Epilepsy_Questionnaire.pdf phone: 573-884-3712
University of Missouri, Columbia, Canine Epilepsy Network
For affected dogs, they ask the owner to complete an online Seizure Survey, either before or
after sending a sample. Go to http://www.canine-epilepsy.net/, click SAMPLE SUBMISSION, and
scroll to the end of the page. There you will see a link to Seizure Survey. This online survey allows
them to gather more detailed info on the affected dogs, and by evaluating many surveys from
the breed they can get an idea of how epilepsy may be inherited, what is “typical” for the breed
and how each individual fits or doesn’t fit that “typical” profile.
You can download the instructions for sending samples are in the middle of the SAMPLE
SUBMISSION page. For each individual dog sampled, please send the Individual Dog Info form
(PDF file is DNAsampl), plus a pedigree copy. If the dog is a rescue and affected, be sure to note
that pedigree is unknown (yes, they do still want the sample!).
Liz Hansen, E-mail: HansenL@missouri.edu,573-884-3712
Seizure/Epilepsy Chair Carrie Nolin nolin126@hotmail.com
Mary DeLisa
divinemastiffs@gmail.com cell 303.929.5529
Health Committee chair
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MCOA COMMITTEE REPORTS - MEMBERSHIP
As the 2020 Membership filing comes to a close, we now have 454 Active members and 21
Associate members.
The following membership applications have been received by MCOA. These applicants are now
Associate members. You have one (1) year from the date hereof to submit any negative letters
to the Corresponding Secretary, Marty Hancock, 622 Magnolia St., Denton TX 76201. If the
Corresponding Secretary receives any negative letters they will be forwarded to the Ethics
Committee.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
The MCOA Membership Directory can be accessed in the Members only section of the MCOA
website. If you do not have access to that, contact the MCOA Membership Secretary. Copies
will be e-mailed in an Excel Format unless another format is requested. If a hard copy is
required, please indicate that in your request.
Niko Hagan, MCOA Membership Secretary
5146 KY HWY 1842N, Cynthiana, KY 41031
Phone: (859) 421-3303
E-Mail: deezmastiffs@yahoo.com
To help keep the information up to date, please check the MCOA Membership
Directory regularly to verify that your address and other contact information is correct and
notify the Membership Secretary if updates or corrections need to be made. The MCOA
Membership Directory is used when mailing the MCOA Bulletin and other important
information to the members.
Niko Hagen
Membership Secretary
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MCOA COMMITTEE REPORTS –
FUTURITY/MATURITY/BREEDERS CUP
Just a reminder to get your Futurity nominations in by the deadlines outlined in the Members
Handbook. The postmark on the envelope is the official date of nomination.
Litter Nominations are made after the breeding but before the puppies are whelped, by the
breeder or co-breeder, who must be an MCOA member.
Puppy Nominations must be made before the puppy reaches four months of age, by the owner
or co-owner.
Forms should be sent to Mitzi Walters, 7652 Dublin Road, Dublin, OH, 43017. For additional
information, contact Julia Kriebs, phone: (319) 643-5315 or email: nyalmast@Lcom.net.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE CASTLEKEEPER?
Email Jennifer Lambden by the publication deadline to be included!
sunnydalemastiffs@yahoo.com
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FROM THE EDITOR
I hope you enjoy this issue of the Castlekeeper. With continually increased use of Constant
Contact and Facebook, some of this information may be old by the time it’s published quarterly,
which is good – MCOA continues to strive to keep their members informed in a timely manner.
But if you missed something, the Castlekeeper has everything in one location for you. We will
also be contacting all committee chairs and regional clubs quarterly to see if they have anything
to contribute. If you have anything that you would like to include, please send to
sunnydalemastiffs@yahoo.com.
Jennifer Lambden

CASTLEKEEPER DEADLINES
BOD, Membership and Regional Club information should be submitted by the following dates:
1st Quarter Castlekeeper (Jan - Mar) -

April 15

2nd Quarter Castlekeeper (Apr - Jun) -

July 15

3rd Quarter Castlekeeper (Jul - Sept) -

October 15

4th Quarter Castlekeeper (Oct - Dec) -

January 15
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